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	Simon Grant
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	Meet & Greet
	
	
	Bob Dunn
	Lorelle Holcroft

	Sergeant
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	Simon Grant 

	Bulletin Article
	
	
	Peter Gloor
	Janelle Young

	Hot Seat
	
	
	Lorelle Holcroft
	Ian Ruffles

	Speaker
	"
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	Dame Carol Kidu



Attendance:   70-80% counting late arrivals  (Lee Kenny and Paul Jackson) 

Apologies: Bob Dunn, Ian Spiller 
Make-ups: Tony Freeman and some others  (e.g. Ian Ruffles). 
CLUB MEETING 30/11/10
Ian R. as Chair attended to the usual toasts, with the international one to a village in Italia, I think it is Peruggio, but with Ian’s pronunciation it was a bit difficult to understand. No doubt that will change once he returns from a visit there sometime next year !
il Presidente Giovanni Broad-al-Dente (Italian, as the Chairman started this….)  then welcomed guests Vicki Kearney and Michael Hughes, as well as Lorelle’s partner, John Stanisic, the snail whisperer, who indeed appears to whisper lots of little thingies into Lorelle’s ears during the meeting !  Probably very slowly hence the tag  “snail whisperer’”…(as opposed to “rapid ear blower”)
Without further ado, the Boss proceeded with Director’s Reports, of which there few because only a few directors where actually present !  Stepping in for Ian Spiller, Peter G  (yes, that would be me), reported that the recent Bunnings sausage sizzle netted about $ 550 in profit for the Club.  A little less than on previous occasions due to slower trade, despite it being Christmas etc. (but with increases in electricity, and water, and councillor’s salaries…….) anyway. .  A reminder to all and sundries that the Christmas in the Village is on this Friday and setting up of the stage is at 2.00 pm, followed by manning the ticket sales booth from 5.30 pm onwards (check your rosters!).  And finally, Peter announced we will be organising a Citizenship Ceremony again, on Wed. 26 January 2011.  Further details to follow.
Despite a Board decision last Tuesday NOT to subsidise the annual Christmas Dinner, Giovanni elected to table the motion (again) that a subsidy of $ 15.00 pp be approved, seconded by an enthusiastic organiser, Rob Robinson.  Professor Emeritus Dr. MBA.B.Ed. Dip. Fly.Fish. Brian Hansford nearly choked on his coral trout and standing shaking and on wobbly feet said a few choice words along the lines of NO means NO (PS: this does not apply to women)  with the result that the motion was quickly withdrawn and the word “subsidy” was banned into the darkest recesses of our minds, not be ever mentioned again !

This opened an opportunity for Tony F. to update us on ROMAC and relating to us the wonderful story of a young Vietnamese boy who underwent many operations, lost a leg, made good, went to school, etc etc etc.  I had to stop taking notes here as I had writer’s cramp trying to keep up with Tony’s  15,000 word deliberation.
(About then Bob M sneaked into the meeting, quietly sat down and started  smelling the roses in the vase in front of him bringing a mysterious smile to his face, eyes filled with moisture, and a vacant gaze into the universe.  What was he thinking about, pay increases for councillors,  his P.A. ?)

I digress -   back to business:
President John now invited members, and guests, as it turned out, to table ideas for projects the Club could undertake, bringing us fame and good fortune.  Ian R – speaking for Warren who is on LoA and wasn’t at the meeting, …(thank goodness, as it would have been a long night otherwise, what with Tony F already having taken up most of the time already) …  mentioned an Arts & Craft Exhibition and Talent Quest, bringing in potentially millions of dollars from sponsorship and sales commissions.  By now Lee Kenny joined the meeting, just in time to hear the words “Talent Quest” and he immediately whispered to those around him that he will volunteer to judge the talent quest !  This A.C.E. & T.Q. would become an annual event. Prize winners will be presented with a copy of the famous ROTARY Cook Book, signed by the author, and with a recipe being named in their honour in future editions.
It was then Vicki’s turn, one of the guests, to outline her ‘project’ which is a sort of ‘kindergarten a la nature’  (no, no, not nature like in naked !)  along a creek in Richards Road. Apparently this is already in existence in Sweden, Scotland and Germany and the emphasis is on “outdoors – not indoors”.  It is proposed that some sort of structure, i.e. a roof  is built providing shelter in inclement weather. Her fellow guest Michael, who is a designer/builder, presented a rough sketch of said shelter, for which they now seek funding.  ROTARY could provide both funds and/or labour.

Once again, Professor Emeritus Dr. MBA, B.Ed. Dip. Fly.Fish. Brian Hansford outlined just 2 of several projects he submitted to the board, No. 1 being a “Walking Program” consisting of 3 walks over a 6 weeks period with incremental increases in distances, e.g. 5, 10, and 100 km. This needs at least 200 participants to warrant the engagement of a professional coffee roaster and barrista on the day.  His No. 2 projects is actually much the same as Warren’s, but 1st prize would be a season ticket to Merlo’s Coffee Shops.
And then it was Lee’s turn.  Still thinking about the benefits of being the chief judge of the proposed talent quest (bikini section) he struggled a bit to outline his project, but in essence, it is a golf day with Tiger Woods in attendance, who now commands a mere $ 1.5 M attendance fee.  This could easily be financed from the profit from  the Arts & Craft Exhibition and the sale of Warren’s Cook Book. Lee will think about some figures, financial ones, and advise the board in due course.

Last but not least, our lawyer could not forgo an opportunity to address the bench ,..eh… the members.  Unfortunately I did not follow Simon’s deliberations as he spoke in a strange language similar to the one the guys in Law & Order speak on the tele, but I did make out that it has something to do with music. No doubt Simon will endeavour the have his secretary transcribe his draft version into “basic English” so that the rest of the Club know what he’s talking  about. 

And that was supposed to be it, alas, it wasn’t to be.  Chairman Ian R. insisted that the humble Peter G. take the floor and briefly outline a potential project he brought up at a recent “Thursday’s Retired and Intending-retired Persons Session” (aka TRIPS) that perhaps ROTARY should resurrect the annual Showball, resp. Charity Ball or something along those lines.  Black Tie, 1st class event… etc etc.  This was well received by the Club and once the raucous applause subsided, President John finally managed to call the meeting to order, so it could proceed.

By now we were quite late, a bit of a novelty for us in recent times, and over to the Chairman for the Bucket Raffle Draw, won by Eric Leese, albeit missing the joker. And last but not least, the Chair called on Bazza to conduct the fine session, and what a fine session it was resulting in plenty of dollars in the collection box, and adding to the frustration of a very quiet Treasurer that night, who now had to count even more coins.  

Hats & Tails – won by our guest Michael, who was presented with the customary ROTARY mug, and a quick outline of next week’s Duty Officers…(see list above)  and the meeting finally came to a close.

Editor’s Note:  Any intended action for libel etc against the Editor resulting from aforementioned report will be rigorously defended  (and don’t bring up that Four-Way Test…what Four Way Test ???).    Members are also advised the Editor just happens to be the Sergeant at next week’ meeting and it is suggested they  remember that before putting pen to paper….. 
Rotary Grace 





O Lord, and giver of all good, we thank Thee for our daily food. May Rotary friends and Rotary ways help us to serve Thee all our days. 


Amen 





The Four Way Test 


Of things we think, say or do 


1. Is it the truth? 


2. Is it fair to all concerned? 


3. Will it build goodwill and better friend-ships? 


4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 








